Katie Fox 
	Urban Bar and Kitchen is one of the many new restaurants that just opened its doors in Tuscaloosa on Jan 18th 2021.  
	Longtime restaurateur Gary Mcgee opened the restaurant downtown on University Boulevard on Jan. 18. McGee, who has been in the restaurant industry for 30 years, was co-owner of the Levee bar in Northport until it closed during Covid-19 pandemic.
Even during COVID-19, McGee said there was no doubt he wanted to open another restaurant in the Tuscaloosa area, because it is his hometown.
 “This is my home, this is my community, this is where I work, live, play, go to church, the whole nine yards,” Mcgee said. “This is definitely where I wanted to start a new business.” 
	In the 5 weeks that Urban Bar and Kitchen has been open, the restaurant has reached all sales targets that McGee said he wanted to meet and succeeded at those goals. 
	Urban Bar and Kitchen is a “minimalist boho meets industrial” theme and serves southern comfort food with a twist, every food item is from the southern region. “All our food is made fresh in house and that is why I think people love the food because it tastes like your mom made it,” said lead cashier, Kaylee Hall.  
Business manager Yasmine Rozier agreed. 
“We have something on the menu for everyone, Rozier said. 
Mcgee strives to have a restaurant that is relevant in today’s style and he wants people to be able to relate right when they walk in the door. “I want my customers to feel the warmth that we’ve tried to create with the aesthetics,” McGee said. “By putting a product on the plate that people will enjoy and will make them tell their friends that they need to come check it out.” 
	Mcgee’s goal for Urban Bar and Kitchen starts with their main quote “this must be the place”. What this quote means to them, McGee said, is that they are trying their best to get it right every time. “From the moment a guest walks into the establishment to the time they sit down, to the time they leave, we want their experience to be better than just good,” Mcgee said., “ We want it to be over the top. We aren’t trying to do that, that’s just who we are, It’s in our DNA.” 
Mcgee likes “old school” style dining, which he said has two components, customer service and great food. 
	When Mcgee was thinking about opening Urban Bar and Kitchen, everyone was calling him crazy, McGee said, since it was in the middle of a pandemic, but with his experience in the industry and his trust in God were the reasons he was confident in opening. To McGee,Covid has just been another factor in owning a business. “I think the timing of opening the restaurant was perfect since we are kinda going towards getting out of this pandemic,” Mcgee said. “More people have been coming out and going out to restaurants because they miss the atmosphere and more people have been prioritizing helping small businesses so that has been a major help.” 
By being a locally owned family business it has encouraged people to try it and they fall in love, he said. 
	Mcgee didn’t want to advertise his restaurant or have a  huge marketing campaign, but instead said he wanted his success to come very organically. Mcgee believes that “if the food is great there will be success”. 
	His restaurant staff agrees. 
“We are very active on social media and post almost once or twice a day and that has really made an impact,” Yasmine said., “Since we are basically in a college town and mostly everyone is on instagram it has brought in a lot of students.” 

	Mcgee has more plans and goals for Urban Bar and Kitchen, as they just signed on with Grubhub as their delivery company. The restaurant also plans to add catering, whether it be full service or just drop off. “We are adding layers every day with the more following we get,” Mcgee said. 
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